
 

             _______________________________________________________________   COTRNA.ORG    ·   July 3, 2022     ·    1 

 

! 

Thoughts on the Journey 
July 3, 2022 - Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 10:1-2, 17-20 

Suanne Gettings 

“Who’s afraid of the big bad wolf, the big  

bad wolf, the big bad wolf?  Who’s afraid of  

the big bad wolf?.......falalalala.” 

Most of us are familiar with the children’s story, Little Red 

Riding Hood.  It’s a story about a young girl who earned 

her nickname by the red hood she wears.  On her way to 

visit her sick grandmother, whose frailty prevents her 

from even getting up to answer the door, she is greeted 

instead by a mean wolf who cleverly disguises himself as 

her grandmother.  Led astray by the deceptive wolf, she 

finds herself embroiled in danger. 

The message of Little Red Riding Hood is to be careful of 

those who are predators:  those who want to take the 

most valuable things in life away from others in order to 

“feed” their own selfish reasons.  One must be wary of 

those in disguise, even when they appear to be someone 

whom we would normally trust. 

This story holds value for us today as we watch the world 

spinning out of control before our very eyes.  You don’t 

have to go far to find the slippery slopes that have led us 

to godlessness:  pornography that plagues the media, 

abortion that has been sold as a woman’s right with no 

regards to the rights of her child, consumerism, substance 

abuse, glorified violence in the media, on our streets, and 

in our homes, gossip and mean-spiritedness on social 

media and the list goes on. 

It’s a struggle to remain hopeful when things seem 

hopeless.  Increasingly, people are questioning the 

presence of God in our world and in our lives, especially 

after months of shutdown during the pandemic, years of 

eliminating God from the public sector, walking on 

eggshells when  it comes to sharing our faith for fear of 

offending.  Many of us have been going it alone and 

feeling isolated as we try to make sense of it all.  If adults 

are feeling the chaos, is it any wonder that our children 

and youth are feeling detached and alone in the swirl of a 

psycho-social-spiritual crisis? 

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is giving instruction to seventy-

two appointed disciples whom He was sending out to 

every town and place He intended to visit.  He sent them 

out in pairs with specific instructions warning them that 

the harvest is plenty but the laborers few.  Jesus also 

warned, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. 

He further instructed them, “The kingdom of God is at 

hand for you...Whatever town you enter and they do not 

receive you, go out into the streets and say, ‘The dust of 

your town that clings to our feet, even that we shake off 

against you.’” 

When the disciples returned rejoicing, Jesus said to them: 

“I have observed Satan fall like lightning from the 

sky.  Behold, I have given you the power to ‘tread 

upon serpents’ and scorpions and upon the full 

force of the enemy and nothing will harm you.” 

As His disciples, Jesus’ instructions then give us hope for 

today.  There is a reason that Jesus did not send the 

disciples alone.  Isolation from members of the 

community leaves us vulnerable to Satan and weakens 

our resolve to remain faithful.   We need the strength of 

other believers to fortify us on the journey.  God never 

intended for us to be alone, so that when we are 

confronted by the big bad wolf in disguise, we will know 

the difference between evil and what is of God. 

In these trying times, it is tempting to let our 

discouragement lead us away from the church 

community, but it is exactly where Satan wants us:  alone, 

frightened, and vulnerable to his lies.  Now is the time to 

stay connected, support one another, and spread the 

Good News of the Kingdom so that our names will be 

written in heaven. 


